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Project History

The 2019 Preventing Youth Incarceration studio, followed a fi rst studio, 
Reconceiving Youth Rehabilitation taught by the same team, County 
Department of Corrections (DOC) Youth Facilities Director, an architect 
from a fi rm experienced in youth facilities, and a university professor with 
expertise in de-institutionalization. The studio continues this year with the  
Expanding Youth Opportunity, focusing on transition-age youth. 

Exploratory Work: Reframing the Research

Two fi ndings from 2018 drove the 2019 studio orientation. First, while the 
juvenile treatment facility we visited served exclusively youth of color,  
the addiction treatment center treated 95% white youth. -We interpret-
ed this as institutionalized racism, with youth being identifi ed as “crimi-
nal” or “in need of treatment” based on their race and access to health 
insurance or economic status. As a result, the 2019 studio focused on 
providing programs for youth for treatment to inhibit getting involved or 
re-involved in the justice system. Second, maps from the DOC showed 
two predominant neighborhoods of origin for incarcerated youth. This 
led us to work with neighborhood residents of North Minneapolis, and to 
affi liate with the university research center located there, where we held 
all our studio reviews. In 2019 fi ndings revealed that transition-age youth 

Approach

Following an exploratory design approach, the class approach de-
veloped design hypotheses manifest in their designs (______, 2017). 
Research information included readings and videos, site visits to older 
correctional sites (including juvenile detention), to an architectural 
award-winning juvenile addiction treatment center, and to the North 
Minneapolis neighborhood. Panel presentations and speakers covered 
topics relating to youth, including models for treatment, and designed 
environments.

Key to the studio was understanding how architecture communicates 
attitudes like healing and education rather than punishment and retri-
bution. Because youth who get in trouble with the law often are subject 
to trauma in their home and community (RACP, 2011), facilities’ design 
must meet that need. (Ford et al, 2006).  Moreover, treatment in the 
community is found more effective at reducing recidivism than incar-
ceration (McVay et al 2004; State Statutes 2019, 242.32). Exercises such 
as Precedent Analysis, Program and Site and the Ritual/Place focused 
explicitly on these questions. 

The studio approach to working with community participants and other 
experts was to have an initial presentation or discussion to learn their 
ideas about the community and youth, and then to invite participation 
on reviews for subsequent feedback on student work.Information Meeting with Community Participants
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Simultaneous Final Reviews at the University Research Center in North Minneapolis

Selected Student Work

Responding to community member ideas, as well as research, and ideas from incarceration and design professionals, the student projects provide a 
range of services for high school and post-high school youth and their families in the Northside neighborhood. Six of the eleven individual and team 
projects are included here. 

Transitions is a facility for 16 adolescent boys, ages 12-18, returning to 
their North Minneapolis community from incarceration facilities, de-
signed to provide a stable home and base for community service.

The Garden Classroom addresses the neighborhood’s food desert sta-
tus, and needs for community identity, practical education, and youth 
employment, as expressed by the Northside community members. 

In Focus: A Live/Work Photography Collaborative is a collaborative live-
work studio for twelve adults (18-22). The two-year intensive arts program 
of learning and teaching photography and videography supports a rite 
of passage for transition-age youth. Its pedagogy of interns teaching 
high school students engages community identifi cation.

Roots-The Family Bonding Center provides programmed and nonpro-
grammed activities for children and youth to do with their parents, 
thereby creating a stronger family bond. It offers before and af-
ter-school activities not being provided in this community.

North Minneapolis Restorative Justice Center houses youth awaiting trial, 
delivering treatment for them and their families, and mediation opportu-
nities for youth to work with the victims of their crime, so they can return 
to the community as healthy, productive, members.

Metonia-The Home of Animal Assisted Transformation serves an inno-
vative treatment that develops a relationship between youth and their 
therapists by using training dogs. Youth heal and fi nd purpose by de-
veloping attitudes of trust, relief, self-admiration, and compassion in a 
tranquil environment.













The Garden Classroom
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